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SUBJECT: ICCS: AMBASSADOR GAUVIN COMMENTS ON CANDEL WITHDRAWAL 

1. SUMMARY. DURING ONE- HOUR PRESS CONFERENCE MAY 30 AT ICCS 
SECRETARIAT BUILDING, CANADIAN HEAD OF DELEGATION AMB. GAUVIN 
PRESENTED MAIN POINTS OF SHARP' S STATEMENT OF MAY 29 ANNOUNCING 
CANDEL WITHDRAWAL AND ANSWERED QUESTIONS FROM ASSEMBLED PRESS. 
GAUVIN REFUSED TO BE DRAWN OUT IN CONDEMNING BY NAME ANY DELS OR 
PARTIES TO THE AGREEMENT. HE BLANDLY STRESSED THAT ALL PARTIES 
MUST COOPERATE IF ICCS IS TO PERFORM ITS FUNCTION AND WITH LITTLE 
ELABORATION DESCRIBED MAIN STUMBLING BLOCKS ENCOUNTERED IN ICCS 
AS FAILURE TO OBTAIN EFFECTIVE CEASE- FIRE, FAILURE OF CERTAIN 
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PARTIES TO LIVE UP TO AGREEMENT, AND DIVISIONS WITHIN ICCS. ENTIRE 
EFFECT OF GAUVIN' S REMARKS WAS ANTI- CLIMACTIC AND PRESS WAS 
VISIBLY UNHAPPY THAT GAUVIN DECLINED TO NAME NAMES AND LEVEL 
MORE OUT- SPOKEN CHARGES. END SUMMARY. 

2. DURING ONE- HOUR PRESS CONFERENCE MAY 30 AT ICCS SECRETARIAT 
BUILDING, CANADIAN HEAD OF DELEGATION AMB GAUVIN REVIEWED MAIN 
POINTS OF EXTAFF MINISTER SHARP' S STATEMENT OF MAY 29 ANNOUNCING 
CANDEL WITHDRAWAL FROM ICCS NO LATER THAN IULY 3 1 . FLANKED BY 
SOMBER GEN MCALPINE, CANDEL MILITARY COMMANDER, GAUVIN EMPHASIZED 
THAT CANDEL WAS NOT CRITICIZING PEACE AGREEMENT BUT, BECAUSE 

" CANADIAN CONCEPT OF FUNCTIONING OF ICCS HAS NOT BEEN ACCEPTED, 

IT IS IN THE INTERESTS OF ALL CONCERNED THAT CANDEL WITHDRAW." 

GAUVIN ALSO STRESSED THAT ICCS COULD NOT ENSURE PEACE IN VIETNAM 
SINCE THAT DEPENDS ON PARTIES TO THE AGRRF.MF.NT. 

3. GAUVIN THEN ANSWERED A NUMBER OF WRITTEN QUESTIONS. HE 
ASSURED THE PRESS THAT DESPITE WITHDRAWAL PLANS. CANDEL WILL 
CONTINUE TO OPERATE AS IT HAS OVER THE PAST FOUR MONTHS IN 
IMPARTIAL FASHION USING " OPEN- MOUTH" POLICY UNTIL REPLACED OR UNTIL 
JULY 31 WHICHEVER IS EARLIER. CANDEL PLANS TO ASSUME ICCS CHAIRMAN- 
SHIP IN JUNE, BUT WOULD STEP ASIDE IF REPLACEMENT NAMED. GAUVIN 
PERSONALLY FAVORED ASIAN COUNTRY FOR PROPER BALANCE AS CANDEL 
REPLACEMENT, AND LATER MENTIONED MALAYSIA AS ONE POSSIBILITY. 

4. IT IS GAUVIN' S BELIEF THAT TWO ICCS DELS HAVE BEEN GREATLY 
AFFECTED BY FAILURE OF SOME PARTIES TO FAITHFULLY IMPLEMENT THE 
AGREEMENT AND THAT IDEOLOGICAL AFFINITIES MAKE IT EVEN MORE 
DIFFICULT FOR THEM. DESPITE STRONG DIFFERENCES ON MATTERS OF 
PRINCIPLE, GAUVIN DID NOT BELIEVE TWO OTHER DELS DESIRED 
CANDEL DEPARTURE. ( EVERYONE UNDERSTOOD THESE REFERENCES TO 
MEAN HUNGDEL/ POLDEL.) REGARDING MAIN STUMBLING BLOCKS 
ENCOUNTERED BY CANDEL IN ICCS, GAUVIN LISTED: (A) FAILURE TO 
OBTAIN EFFECTIVE CEASE- FIRE; ( B) FAILURE OF CERTAIN PARTIES TO 
LIVE UP TO SPIRIT OF AGREEMENT IN INTRODUCING MILITARY TROOPS 

AND EQUIPMENT INTO SOUTH VIETNAM, IN FAILING TO RESPECT NEUTRALITY 
OF CAMBODIA/ LAOS AND IN VIOLATING SOUTH VIETNAMESE RIGHT TO 
SELF- DETERMINATION; AND ( C) DIVISION WITHIN ICCS WHICH BECAME 
MORE AND MORE EVIDENT. 

5. GAUVIN ALSO SUGGESTED FOLLOWING CHANGES IN ARTICLES PERTAINING 
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TO ICCS: ( A) CORRECT CONFLICT BETWEEN PRINCIPLE OF UNANIMITY AND 
OBLIGATION OF DELS TO INVESTIGAGE; ( B) ADD AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
OPPOSING PARTIES ON LINES OF DEMARCATION; ( C) ADD PROVISION FOR 
COMPLETE GUARANTEE OF SAFETY AND FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT FOR ICCS; 

AND, ( D) AVOID HAVING ICCS MEMBERS WHO ARE DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY 
INVOLVED WITH ONE OR TWO OF THE FOUR PARTIES. IN RESPONSE TO FINAL 
SPOKEN QUESTION, GAUVIN REVEALED THAT OTTAWA ALREADY ENVISAGES 
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SOME 

SORT OF DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION IN SAIGON FOLLOWING ICCS 
WITHDRAWAL AND HE HAD DISCUSSED SUCH REPRESENTATION DURING 
MEETING 

MAY 29 WITH FORMIN LAM. 

COMMENT: ATMOSPHERE AT PRESS CONFERENCE WAS DECIDEDLY GLOOMY TO 
POINT OF BEING FUNEREAL. GAUVIN WAS DULL AND BLAND IN COMPARISON 
TO PREVIOUS PERFORMANCES AND CLOSELY FOLLOWED GUIDELINES AND TONE 
AS CONTAINED IN SHARP' S STATEMENT. HE REFUSED TO BE DRAWN 
OUT BY PRESS IN CONDEMNING SPECIFIC DELS OR PARTIES TO THE 
AGREEMENT BUT RATHER CONVEYED ATTITUDE THAT CANDEL WANTS TO 
LET BYGONES BE BYGONES. ENTIRE CONFERENCE WAS ANTI- CLIMATIC AND 
PRESS WAS UNHAPPY THAT GAUVIN REFUSED TO NAME NAMES AND MAKE ANY 
CHARGES. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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